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For the members of the Association Res-
torers-Conservators of South Tyrol the beginn-
ing of this year was very work-intensive as we
were making preparations for the acceptance into
E.C.C.O.

Numerous meetings of the board members were
held, and a few were attended by a lawyer, in
order to update our association’s statutes, and to
adjust them to the European standard. At our gen-
eral assembly at the end of March 2004 the new
statutes were unanimously accepted by our mem-
bers.

At the beginning of April 2004, we were informed
that our associations’ membership request was ac-
cepted by E.C.C.O.. We were absolutely thrilled
about the news, because this acceptance confirms
and adds significant importance to our activity as
an organisation and to our profession as a restorer-

conservator.

Our association is taking part in an international
project for restoration, conservation and docu-
mentation of the temple construction in Bhutan.
This project started in 2002 in co-operation with
an Austrian team, and will continue for a few
more years. Our member Martin Pittertschatscher
has been operating as a restorer within this team
for a few years (also in spring 2004). The team is
mainly dealing with the conservation of one par-
ticularly room within the temple, Tongsa Dzong,
which is amply decorated with wall paintings.

His special assignment consisted in pre-analysing,
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cleaning, fixing, filling and retouching of the wall
paintings. Furthermore, our associate was in-
volved in providing training to 11 local restorers;
all of whom showed great enthusiasm, technical

ability, skillfulness and motivation.

In May 2004, our association organised an ad-
vance training course for its members, and the as-
sociates of the superintendence, with the Italian
restorer and analytical chemist
Paolo Cremonesi.
Cremonesi earned a doctorate in
biochemistry in Milan and spe-
cialised in biomedical chemistry
at the Nebraska University Medical Center in
Omaha, Nebraska, USA.
After returning to Italy, he completed an educa-
tion to become a restorer, and has since, in co-op-
eration with CESMAR 7, devoted his time to alter-
native cleaning procedures for painted surfaces in
general and in particular with resin soaps and sol-
vent gels.
CESMAR 7 is a group consisting of restorers, ana-
lytical chemists, biologists, art historians and sev-
eral scientists who are focused on researching
new materials to apply within restoration, and
which have not been developed for this purpose.
They are also responsible for new products and
applications of gently cleaning methods on paint-
ed surfaces, which are beneficiary to the cultural
heritages. CESMAR 7’s scientists are organising
many advanced training courses for restorers-
conservators. In addition, this group is planning
to create a database for restorers-conservators in
order to provide them access to the most recent
developments within material science for this

professional area.

In May 2004, our association took part in the sym-
posium “Constructed Development, Pre-analysis
and Documentation as Planning Tools”.

Not only well-known architects from Italy and
abroad were lecturing, but also our associate
Martin Pittertschatscher recited on the subject
“The Restorer’s Role within Construction Devel-
opment”.

The symposium was arranged by the Foundation



of Architects, Environmental and Landscape Plan-
ners, Monument Conservators from the Province
of Bolzano, Bolzano Borough Council, Working
Committee for Housing-Development South Tyrol
and the Association Restorers-Conservators of
South Tyrol.

The reading lecturers were:

Professor Manfred Schuller from Bamberg Univer-
sity (D) “Building Archeology, ICOMOS Monum-
ents and Sites”

Vincenzo Geroldi — art historian from Mantova
University of “Working Techniques of Historical
Intonacos”

Andreas Bruschke from Dresden Messbildstelle
(D) “Construction Incorporation as Realisation Pro-
cess — Requirements and Comparison of Methods”
Barbara Lanz and Sonja Mitterer — architects of
the Innsbruck University (A) — “Construction Re-

search within the Architect’s Planning Process”

In September 2004, an informal meeting occurred
between our association’s head, Ms. Verena Mu-
melter, and the President of the Bolzano Province,
Dr. Luis Durnwalder. Ms. Mumelter introduced
our association to the politician, and raised his
awareness for the partially stagnate work situation
for qualified restorers-conservators, since a few
years ago a section for restorers was set up within
the manufacturer’s union. The members are com-
ing from a technical background and form now,

worryingly, competition (i.e. tenders).

In October 2004, the annual international con-
vention for restorers was held in Thiene, near
Vicenza. As usual, the majority of our members
did attend. This year the international lecturers
were on the subject of minimal intervention on
cultural heritage.

This year’s visiting lecturers are:

Ezio Buzzegoli (ODP, Florence)

Matteo Rossi Doria (Rome)

Stefan Michalski (Canadian Institute, Ottawa)
Stephan Hacknej (Tate Gallery, London)

Puccio Speroni (Copenhagen)

Paul Ackrojd (National Gallery, London)

Marco Ciatti (OPD, Florence)

Alain Roche (Paris)

Sergio Reale (DMTI Faculty Florence University)
Winfried Heiber (Academy of Arts, Dresden)
Giovanni Testa (Milan)

Antonio Iaccarino (Idelson Rome)

Franco Del Zotto (Udine)

Gino Castelli (OPD, Florence)

Giorgio Bonsanti (Florence University)

In November 2004, in our county capital, Bol-
zano, a work-art exhibition of paintings from the
17* and 18" century will be opened. The exhibi-
tion’s curator Dr. Silvia Spada offered to guide our
associations members through this exhibition, as
she did so at the exhibition on Gothic (Il Trecento)

a few years ago.

During 2004, the number of members of the
Association Restores-Conservators of South Tyrol
has remained the same with 19 ordinary mem-
bers, 2 honorary members (retired restorers) and 1
so called extraordinary member. The association
has received a few requests from young restorers
who demonstrated great interest in obtaining

membership.
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